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     Blessed to be a blessing 

Presenting the UPC of Timor-Leste’s National Constitution at the 2022 Global Council. From left to right,  

Rev Buckland, Rev Guterres, Rev Perry, Rev Bernard, Rev Howell and Rev Downs 

Everyone knows the divine mandate for missions began with the Great Commission—or did it? “And 

repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” 

(Luke 24:47). This was not the first time God gave the “all nations” emphasis. The truth is the stage was set 

and the drama started way before that. The journey of missions began in the beginning with the book of 

Genesis when God told Abram to “get thee out of thy country and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s 

house, unto a land that I will shew thee”. The command was a “go” and a promise that God would bless 

and work (Genesis 12:1-3). 
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There are over three hundred declarative passages in the Old Testament which magnify God’s promise to 

bless all nations. “May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us; Selah. That 

your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations” (Psalm 67:1–2). This psalm is often 

called the “Missionary Psalm” because of its worldwide perspective on God’s blessings. Isaiah said, “I will 

also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth” (Isaiah 

49:6). The psalmist promised, “Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth 

your possession” (Psalm 2:8). The blessings promised to Abraham come to us through Jesus Christ 

(Galatians 3:14–16). But the cycle doesn’t stop. It continues. God’s heart doesn’t skip a beat. We are blessed 

to be a blessing. Reaching the world is still God’s plan. We should be touched with the things that touch 

the heart of God. 

 

 

 

Rev Jonathan Downs ministering at the Family 

& Youth Camp, in Kalimantan, Indonesia 

The Executive Board of the United Pentecostal Church of 

Timor-Leste signs and ratifies the National Constitution 

As Christians, we cannot truly be happy or at peace while 

we are largely focused on ourselves and our own needs, 

wants, and hurts. I believe this also applies to the church. A 

church should not be happy and cannot be at peace as long 

as we are only focused on those within the “four walls” of 

our church. Only in becoming outwardly focused and 

ministering to the needs of others can we experience real 

satisfaction and a sense of purpose. We are blessed to be 

a blessing. I encourage all Pastors and ministers to keep the 

burden of missions at the forefront of their congregation’s 

minds. We must do all we can to ensure that Jesus’ 

mandate in the Great Commission is a passionate and 

personal burden felt by everyone in our churches. It is my 

experience that when we and our congregations have this 

focus, that God will bless us. Why are some churches 

blessed? I’ve been in church long enough to see that God 

blesses churches and individuals that give to the cause of 

Jesus Christ. We are blessed to be a blessing! It is my desire 

to see every church in the UPCA giving to Overseas 

Missions.  
 

I would like to thank all Pastors and Ministers of the UPCA 

for their ongoing support of the Overseas Missions 

Department in 2022. Your ongoing prayer and giving helps 

us keep the mission in motion. In this current issue, you will 

witness all that has been accomplished as a result of your 

generosity and prayers. 
 

Every Christian and every church is obligated to do what we 

can for the sake of the propagation of the gospel. In 

Australia we have access to finance unlike most other 

nations in our region.  

I believe the UPCA is called to finance the gospel and 

provide support in our region.  
 

We are blessed to be a blessing! 

 

 

 

“After this I looked and 

there before me was a 

great multitude that no 

one could count, from 

every nation, tribe, 

people and language, 

standing before the 

throne and in front of the 

Lamb” (Revelation 7:9). 
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Ukraine Church Appeal 

Your financial sacrifice 
 

TOTAL GIVING RECEIVED  

in 2022: $152,967.02 
 

 

 

 

Thank you for your  

generosity and sacrifice  
 
 

Meeting the needs of the Ukrainian church and its community 

Every Tongue…  

Every Nation… 
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National Constitution of the UPC of 

Timor-Leste  

Report by Rev Michael Perry 

 

 

Rev Perry and Sis Perry,  

Regional Missionaries to 

Timor-Leste 
 

 

It is always a joy to us to make a brief 

contribution for the end of year Overseas 

Missions newsletter. Truly, the LORD’s works are 

marvelous among all nations, including the 

nation of Timor-Leste. 
 

As we all are no doubt aware, 2022 has been a 

year of transitioning away from Covid-19 

international border closures and periods of 

restrictions and isolation.  

For the work in Timor-Leste, this meant wonderful reunions of Timor-Leste and Australian ministry at 

various times throughout 2022. This had been long awaited for a variety of reasons, including for face-to-

face discussions to finalise important organizational plans that were a priority of the Timor-Leste church 

and mission. 
 

These plans and priorities included national strategic planning for 2022 to 2024, finalisation of a National 

Constitution for the UPC of Timor-Leste, and inaugural Timor-Leste representation at the Global Council 

of the United Pentecostal Church, all of which were accomplished between June and November this year. 
 

Alongside of this, there continued to be faithful service in the local churches of Dili and Baucau, as well 

as preaching places in other areas. In this regard, we acknowledge the wonderful work and commitment 

of the Timor-Leste ministry for their efforts to establish a further preaching place in Lospalos in the far 

eastern Municipality of Lautem. 
 

All the while, teaching of various age groupings including children and youth, as well as through bible 

school and ministers and leaders’ training, continued this year to the glory of God.  
 

We wish to acknowledge at this time the outstanding contribution made by Br. David Kent and Br. Bill 

Morris during their teaching mission to Timor-Leste in late October/early November this year, which we 

know was appreciated by and of great benefit to the Timor-Leste ministry and leadership.  
 

Finally, we are aware that this could not  

be accomplished without the prayer and  

financial support of individuals and 

 churches who faithfully contribute in  

these ways. For this reason, may we take 

this opportunity once again  

to express our heartfelt thanks. 

 

Rev Perry and Rev Guterres 

representing Timor-Leste 

at the 2022 Global Council 
 

 

Rev Radut and Sis Perry visited  

the town of Liquica, teaching and praying for the church and the locals 
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First Ministers and Leaders Conference  

Report by Rev David Kent 

 

The 

The National 

Ministers and 

Leaders with Rev 

David Kent and Rev 

Bill Morris at the 

conference venue 
 

 
 Br Bill Morris and I travelled to Dili, Timor-Leste on 28 October 2022 to assist the Igreja Pentecostal 

Unida Timor-Leste (IPUTL) as they transition to a nationalised work. 

  
Over the course of the next few days, Br Morris and I were able to: 

• Minister in both Sunday church services in Dili 

• Meet with IPUTL leadership and Executive Board for several sessions, where we discussed their 

Constitution, By-laws, administration, business meetings and Home Missions 

• Teach at the IPUTL Leaders’ Retreat over 2 days, on subjects including church financing, church 

planting, church administration, and identifying new leaders 

• Attend their General Meeting where they officially adopted the IPUTL Constitution. At this 

meeting the founding Pastor, Br Bernardo Guterres, was honoured. Br Bernardo will be travelling 

with Br Perry to the UPCI Global Council in November, where he will be representing Timor-Leste. 

  
The church in Timor-Leste has an excellent leadership team. I was very impressed with their abilities and 

attitude, and their desire for the Gospel to be proclaimed throughout their nation. The General 

Superintendent, Br Silvester Randut, is a wonderful man of God, and is ably assisted by their administrator, 

Sis Olinda Guterres. Their vision and mission is for there to be a IPUTL Church in every region of Timor-

Leste. 

  
It was a privilege for me to be able to make this trip and meet our brothers and sisters in Timor, and I pray 

that our trip was of benefit to them. 

 

Rev Kent and Rev Morris teaching the leaders about 

the fundamental principles of a sustainable growing 

church 
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Agree with us in prayer for our Mission Field of Timor-Leste, the work across 

the Pacific Region and our brothers and sisters in the Ukraine. Pray for: 
 

-God’s mercy, protection, wisdom and peace 

-God’s miraculous power to be seen across the nations 

-God to supply all essential needs 

-God to continue to add souls to His Kingdom! 

Indonesia Highlights  

Prayer Points 
 

Kalimantan 

Toraja Utara, Sulawesi 

Kalimantan Family & Youth Camp: Rev Downs, Rev Hackathorn, Br Muliono and Br Lawton. The crowd grew to more 

than 1200 during the evening services. There was a powerful move of God in our evening services with hundreds of 

people receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit. In one service in particular, at least 200 people received the Holy Spirit! 

 

 

National Youth Conference of the UPC of Indonesia. a joint project between the OSM Department and the National Youth 

Department. The Australian team was led by Rev Willmott, accompanied by Rev Ditutala and Br Dunstan. Br 

Ongkowidjojo (Interpreter), Br Clement (UPC Malaysia Youth Director), Br Manafe (UPC Indonesia Secretary), Br Larry 

Khubani (UPC Indonesia General Superintendent) also joined the team. Many were blessed and received the Holy Spirit. 

 



 

 

 

OVERSEAS MISSIONS’ 

PURPOSE 
The Overseas Missions Department of the United 

Pentecostal Church of Australia has touched many 

nations with the Gospel of Jesus Christ since its 

inception in 1973. 

The purpose of the Overseas Missions is to:  

• Preach the whole Gospel of Jesus Christ to the 

whole world 

• To establish new churches 

• To send forth missionaries 

• To endeavor to perform any other duties 

connected with religious work 

• To help in any way possible to meet the needs 

of local churches 

• To translate, publish and distribute religious 

literature. 

The success of the Overseas Missions 

Department of the UPCA is a direct result of a co-

operative effort between local assemblies, 

Missionaries and this Department. 

We sincerely appreciate the 

involvement of many churches and 

individuals throughout Australia 

 

Your giving will ensure the 

work of God continues to 

yield fruit in our region! 

Office: 

PO Box 60, Woden, ACT 2606 

AUSTRALIA 

Please forward all donations to the OSM office 

 

Website:  

www.overseasmissions.org.au 

Facebook  

Overseas Missions of UPC Australia 

 


